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Fraternity responds to criticisms over ‘homeless’-themed party
University officials to discuss sanctions for Alpha Sigma Phi, Alpha Xi Delta
By BREANNA FRANCIS

THE PARTHENON
Chapter officials from Alpha Sigma Phi released
a statement Monday explaining that the sorority,
Alpha Xi Delta, did not act alone in throwing a
party where members dressed up as though they
were homeless and held up cardboard signs with
various sayings.
“The Beta Delta chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi
would like to truly and sincerely apologize
for the insensitivity displayed by hosting a
social with a ‘hobo’ theme,” James Prentice,
the president of Alpha Sigma Phi and a sophomore business administration student, said in
the release on behalf of the chapter. “We, as
a brotherhood, understand how insensitive
it was of us to have a party themed around
those who are misfortunate enough to not
have a home. We accept blame and responsibility for our actions and will take those
necessary precautions when planning socials
from here on out.”
Alpha Sigma Phi, whose philanthropy involves
working with and helping homeless veterans,
created and participated in the social in conjunction with Alpha Xi Delta at its fraternity house
Thursday at 9 p.m., where people dressed in flannels and dirtied their faces in an effort to match
the aforementioned theme.
As is typical with these Greek events, both
organizations involved had to fill out a registration form that was turned in to the office of

“We, as a brotherhood, understand how insensitive it was of
us to have a party themed around those who are misfortunate
enough to not have a home. We accept blame and responsibility for our actions and will take those necessary precautions
when planning socials from here on out.”
- James Prentice, Alpha Sigma Phi president
Fraternity and Sorority Life beforehand so that
they can be forwarded to MUPD. These forms
detail when the party began and was to end,
which individuals would remain sober in order
to monitor the party and any planned themes, in
case of an emergency.
“These forms are given to me to check through,
and then I pass them on to Matt James,” Thomas
Canterbury, the Interfraternity Council president
and senior business administration student, said.
“When I was taking both of their forms, I noted
that Alpha Xi Delta’s form had ‘hobo’ listed as the
theme while Alpha Sigma Phi had a line drawn
through the section for theme. At first, I thought
Alpha Xi Delta had to be joking about this ‘hobo’

theme, so I brought it to Matt’s attention, and he
took it from there.”
When the forms were passed on to Matt James,
assistant dean of Student Affairs and interim
director of Fraternity and Sorority Life, the
discrepancy in the themes was seen. James contacted leadership within Alpha Sigma Phi, as the
party was going to occur at the fraternity house,
and they assumed responsibility for the event.
“(This leadership) verbally confirmed
to our staff that the theme would be an
‘80s or ‘90s-themed social,” James said in
a statement released to The Parthenon. “I
personally followed up with the chapter’s
faculty adviser to confirm this was the theme

she had discussed with chapter leadership.
She confirmed this to be true. When I was
made aware that this party was taking place,
I had the event shut down within a half hour,
telling them how disgusted I was that they
would host such an event.”
James, who was alerted by an alumnus of
Marshall’s Greek community that the party
was taking place under a theme that had not
been detailed to him, explained that the fraternity’s dishonesty and misleading conduct
was disheartening and showed just how far the
university needs to work in combating these insensitive behaviors.
“As a student affairs professional, I am
committed to further educating our Greek community about privilege, social inequality and
the importance of confronting intolerance of
any kind in all settings,” James said in the statement . “It is our responsibility to develop moral
judgment and ethical decision-making skills. I
hope that they see the severity of their actions;
because they’re adults, I can’t make them do
something. Only they can understand their mistakes and consciously not make it again.”
James and other officials in the office of Fraternity and Sorority Life, as well as both fraternity
and sorority presidents, will be meeting this
week to discuss sanctions that will be placed on
both chapters involved.
Breanna Francis can be contacted at francis70@marshall.edu

‘Growing Up’ art exhibition on Christmas Village continues
display at VAC until Thursday
through Saturday
By LANDON MITCHELL

THE PARTHENON
Continuing with its senior
capstone series, the School of
Art and Design’s newest exhibition at the Visual Arts Center,
“Growing Up,” shows the projects of five graduating seniors as
they touch on personal issues.
With the message of expanding personal space and
limits, graphic designer Sam
Ball framed the word “SPACE”
in pink within wooden picture
frames separated by letters, with
other disjointed letters blending
with the blue background.
“Graphic designers and
screen printers typically create
flat
two-dimensional
pieces,” Ball said in his capstone
statement. “With this work, I experimented and expanded the
medium to match my message
of expanding space and pushing boundaries. By splitting the
image into four separate planes
and placing them in a particular
order, I have added volume and
depth within the piece.”
Working with sculpture
and sewing, Kaitlin Donnally
speaks about gender equality in her work with beakers
and other science equipment
with floral flourishes, to highlight the past of women being
only allowed to participate
in science classes in order to
“embroider a botanically correct flower,” as she said in her
capstone statement. Her other
work includes pillows that

LANDON MITCHELL | THE PARTHENON

Senior Kaitlin Donnally stands alongside her artwork, which will be on
display at the Visual Arts Center until Thursday.
feature the female form embroidered onto them.
Donnally said she drew
inspiration from a past of
women not being able to take
fine arts courses and make line
drawings of nude models, due
to thinking that it was morally
corrupt, but, in what she called
a contradiction, women were
allowed to pose nude for line
drawings. She said she made
the pillows in honor of this
and featured floral patterns to
highlight a contradiction and
show her gratitude to the female artists before her.
Kelsie Tyson used sculpture
and fibers to capture herself in
art form, saying that she keeps
her process “loose,” and this
results in the “dips and curves”

of her sculptures, which are
headless due to her wanting
them to be relatable. She said
she uses fibers as she relates
them to emotions, due to fibers
being “soft and sensitive.”
“My work is about body,
it’s about communication,
it’s about crossed lines,
mis-happenings and about opportunity,” Tyson said.
Mason Hart uses his

paintings to “evoke mood
and elicit raw emotion from
the viewer by tapping into
grand emotions of the human condition rather than
the details that fill the spaces
between,” as Hart said in his
capstone statement.
Hart’s work consists of a
large fiber structure entitled
“How I Feel,” as well as three
paintings, Hart also made a
musical composition to go
with his painting “1:15AM,”
which can be accessed at
https://soundcloud.com/
user-71913743/115am.
Blake Stephens based his work
on the cultural issues he has observed within West Virginia.
Stephens said the pieces of
his work are based around the
West Virginia heroin epidemic,
the effect the coal and chemical
industries have on the state’s
nature, the decline of the coal
industry, hate groups and police brutality.
The exhibition opened Monday and will close Thursday.
Landon Mitchell can be
contacted at mitchell220@
marshall.edu.

BROOKE GRIFFIN | THE PARTHENON

Heritage Farm’s annual Christmas Village features Christmas lights, a
carriage ride, craft making and more. The village is open through Saturday.
STAFF REPORT

Carols can be heard through
the woods around Heritage
Farm this week during their annual “Christmas Village” setup
through Saturday. Letters to
Santa are being written and
toys being assembled.
“We have come here for a
couple years now, it’s a tradition in my family no matter how
old me and my brother get,”
Huntington resident Carmen
Cole said.
All of the rustic cabins are
laced with string lights and with
signs near them pointing the
way to Santa’s workshop, the live
nativity scene or a table where
children can decorate sugar
cookies of their choosing.
A short carriage ride from

the main area of Heritage
farm took excited families
to Santa’s Workshop. There,
kids and parents could learn
how to make small circuit
boards, ornaments and toys
that will be going to those
who are less fortunate.
Santa’s Workshop isn’t the
only festivity to take part in
while visiting. Pictures with
Santa, writing Christmas wish
lists, partaking in Christmas
carols and watching a live narrated nativity scene are all
included in the $5 admission
to the event.
The usual attractions of a
working blacksmith and petting
zoo are also open during the
Christmas Village for everyone
to enjoy.
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Gov. Jim Justice and West Virginia DHHR awards
and first lady Cathy substance abuse services grants
Justice to light the
state Christmas tree
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Nearly $21 million in state
funding has been awarded to
expand residential treatment
services for substance abuse
across West Virginia, the
state Department of Health
and Human Resources announced Monday.
The funding comes from recent court settlements with
opioid distributors. Legislation passed earlier this year
mandates that DHHR allocate additional treatment
beds to be operated by the
private sector. They are intended to provide treatment
services in existing or newly
constructed facilities.
The programs selected
by the DHHR’s new Office of Drug Control Policy

CARRIE HODOUSEK | METRONEWS

are Living Free Ohio Valley; Wheeling; Mountaineer
Behavioral Health PLLC,
Martinsburg;
St.
Joseph
Recovery Center LLC, Parkersburg; Westbrook Health
Services Inc., Parkersburg;
Valley HealthCare System
Inc., Morgantown; West Virginia University Research
Corp., Morgantown; Marshall University Physicians
and Surgeons Inc., Huntington;
WestCare
West
Virginia Inc.; Culloden, and
the Southern West Virginia
Treatment thru Recovery
Continuum, Beckley.
More than 30,000 West
Virginians are already in
drug treatment and the state
has the nation’s highest drug
overdose death rate. The

state reported a record 884
overdose deaths last year, up
from 735 in 2015.
“As West Virginia fights
this battle against addiction, these projects will
allow for continued expansion of treatment beds and
improved resources across
the state,” DHHR Cabinet
Secretary Bill J. Crouch said
in a statement.
Crouch said it’s anticipated
that Medicaid will cover the
long-term cost of patient
care under the additional
treatment beds.
He said the state plans to
continue exploring more
funding sources from the
federal government to assist
in substance abuse treatment programs.

Lawmakers authorize
$800M in road bonds

Former W.Va. Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin and first lady Joanne Jaeger Tomblin lit the tree for their last time during last year’s ceremony.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
West Virginia’s annual Joyful Night celebration and tree lighting ceremony will be
held this week at the state Capitol Complex
in Charleston.
The governor’s office says the event will begin at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday on the south plaza
with performances from West Virginia school
bands. Gov. Jim Justice and first lady Cathy Justice will light the state Christmas tree at 6 p.m.
The 28-foot-tall Douglas Fir was donated by

Walker and Rita Pauley of Elkview.
Student ornament winners will be introduced afterward in the Capitol Rotunda,
followed by refreshments and entertainment
in the state Culture Center.
Jim and Cathy Justice then will read “Twas
the Night Before Christmas” in the Governor’s Mansion.
Those planning to attend are asked to bring
a new, unwrapped toy to donate to the U.S. Marines’ Toys for Tots campaign.

Marshall University
Counseling Center
sees increase in
students over years

By AMANDA LARCH

FOR THE PARTHENON
Marshall
University’s
Counseling Center has been
providing an array of services
for students for many years.
As well as offering couples,
personal and group counseling, the center works closely
with the Women’s Center and
Marshall University Wellness.
The Women’s Center focuses on sexual assault
prevention
and
therapy,
while Marshall Wellness assists students with substance
abuse issues.
The center currently has
five mental health specialists that serve as counselors,
but Carla Lapelle, director of
the center and associate dean
of Student Affairs, said they
could use more.
Throughout
her
years
working at the center, Lapelle said she has noticed a
few changes.
“At one time, especially
among those who live in Appalachia, there was a huge
stigma about counseling,”
Lapelle said. “That seems to
be decreasing remarkably.
Students who come here now

are not afraid to seek out
help, and that’s really a wonderful thing.”
Lapelle started working at
the center in 1986, first as
the student health education
programs coordinator and
as a part time counselor. Not
only has the staff increased
since Lapelle’s first years
at the center, but so has the
number of patients.
“I think students are coming to college with more
issues,” Lapelle said. “Each
year, there seems to be an
increase in the number and
severity of issues. I suppose it
is hard to say whether they’re
just now feeling comfortable
coming in or whether the
numbers are increasing.”
For students who cannot
always make time for an appointment, the Counseling
Center offers many outreach
programs for students, including stress management
and healthy relationship
workshops. The center also
offers on-call crisis intervention. One problem Lapelle
said she notices is that students must sometimes wait
up to two weeks to meet with

a counselor. She said she believes this is why the walk-in
opportunities provided are
crucial to running the center.
“If a student feels like they
need some assistance, and
they call for an appointment
and they can’t talk to anyone
for two weeks, that verges
on doing a disservice to our
campus,” Lapelle said. “We
do offer walk-ins, so they
can walk in that day and talk
to someone.”
One of the greatest aspects
of working at the center for
Lapelle is knowing she has
helped so many students during her time there, she said.
“It’s really great to see
someone that was struggling,
now very confident and doing well in a career,” Lapelle
said. “We have certainly saved
a number of lives. We were
a catalyst for a change that
helped them to survive.”
The Counseling Center and
its counselors can be reached
by calling 304-696-3111. It
is located on the first floor of
Prichard Hall.
Amanda Larch can be
contacted at larch15@marshall.edu.

NANCY PEYTON | THE PARTHENON

Gov. Jim Justice discusses the road bond at Marshall University’s Arthur Weisberg Family Applied Engineering Complex on Sept. 6.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
The West Virginia Legislature on Monday
authorized issuing up to $800 million in
bonds for road repairs and construction over
the next seven months, followed by another
$800 million in the following three years.
Voters in October passed a referendum for
the state to all $1.6 billion of new bonds to
repair and build roads and bridges. Gov. Jim
Justice pushed for it, calling it crucial to West
Virginia’s turnaround from several years of
economic woes. Further authorization by
law was needed.
“We’re on our way,” Justice said Monday.
He cited the road projects, a recent GOBankingRates analysis that said the state’s gross
domestic product was growing 6.84 percent
this year, and recently announced Chinese
plans to invest $83.7 billion in natural gas,
chemical production and other ventures in
West Virginia over 20 years.
Justice acknowledged the turnaround he
sees is just starting, but said there are other
projects like Toyota’s manufacturing expansion and a barrel factory that’s coming.
“Can you imagine the multiplier effect
of the jobs that will be created by $800
million?” Justice said. “And that’s just the
first tranche.”
The state has listed more than 600 planned
infrastructure projects, some in all of the
state’s 55 counties.
The Republican-controlled Legislature
early this year approved taxes and fees to
support bond repayments, which Gov. Jim
Justice signed into law.
Lawmakers were called back in October
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and voted to strengthen penalties for violations of a law that requires 75 percent of the
workforce on a state-contracted construction job be from the local labor market.
On Monday, the House voted 82-6 to issue
bonds after defeating an amendment 47-40
that would have added language specifying
that competitive bidding is required in selecting a financial adviser, bond counselor
and underwriter for the issuance.
Delegate Barbara Fleischauer, a Morgantown Democrat who authored the
amendment, said it would put the bid requirement in code, ensure the public can
trust the bidding is competitive and won’t
do any harm.
Finance Committee Chairman Eric Nelson,
a Charleston Republican, said competitive
bidding is standard and the added language
could delay the process and risk an increase
in the interest rate the state would pay.
Another amendment failed when House
Speaker Tim Armstead, a Kanawha County
Republican, ruled it wasn’t germane since it
had to do with how money would be spent
and the legislation is about issuing bonds.
It would have required contractors pay
workers at the equivalent rate that’s paid
at federal projects across the state, what he
called “a livable wage.”
Delegate Scott Brewer, a Mason County
Democrat, said lawmakers repealed the
state’s prevailing wage requirement last
year on public construction projects. That
failed to produce promised lower project
costs and instead resulted in lower wages
for workers, he said.
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Herd football bowling in
New Mexico for first time

Colorado State Rams

Bowl Facts

Regular season record: 7-5

Kickoff: December 16 at 4:30 p.m.

Mountain West record: 5-3

Stadium: Dreamstyle Stadium

Points Per Game: 33.8
Points Allowed Per Game: 22.0

Stadium Capacity: 37, 215
Stadium Elevation: 5,100 feet above sea level

Total Yards: 501.0

Marshall Thundering Herd
Regular season record: 7-5

Conference USA record: 4-4
Points Per Game: 26.3
Points Allowed Per Game: 26.0

TV: ESPN or ESPN app

Total Yards: 369.8

Yards Passing: 289.9

Radio: Thundering Herd Game Day

Yards Passing: 237.8

Yards Rushing: 211.1

app or 93.7 FM, 94.1 FM and AM 930

Yards Rushing: 132.0

Yards Allowed: 400.5

2016 result: New Mexico Lobos defeated

Yards Allowed: 429.0

Pass Yards Allowed: 253.0

UTSA Roadrunners, 23-20

Rush Yards Allowed: 147.5

Pass Yards Allowed: 298.0
Rush Yards Allowed: 131.0

High court hints it could side with state on sports betting
By JESSICA GRESKO

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON (AP) — In
a case being closely watched
by states interested in allowing betting on sports, the
Supreme Court indicated a
willingness Monday to side
with New Jersey’s effort to
permit sports gambling.
The justices heard arguments
in a case where New Jersey is
challenging a federal law that
bars gambling on football, basketball, baseball and other sports in
most states. If the justices strike
down the law, 32 states would
likely offer sports betting within
five years, according to a report
by a California research firm.
Courts, citing the federal law,
have blocked New Jersey’s repeated attempts to allow sports
betting at its racetracks and
casinos. Republican Gov. Chris
Christie, who will leave office
in January, sat in the front row
of the courtroom during arguments at the high court Monday
and said afterward that if justices
side with the state, bets could be
“taken in New Jersey within two
weeks of a decision by the court.”
More than a dozen states are
supporting New Jersey, which argues that Congress exceeded its
authority when it passed the 1992
Professional and Amateur Sports

Protection Act, barring states from
authorizing sports betting. New
Jersey says the Constitution allows
Congress to pass laws barring
wagering on sports, but Congress
can’t require states to keep sports
gambling prohibitions in place.
Anthony Kennedy was among
the justices who implied during
arguments that he will side with
New Jersey. Kennedy said that as a
result of the federal law, “citizens of
the state of New Jersey are bound
to obey a law that the state doesn’t
want but that the federal government compels the state to have.”
Like Kennedy, Justice Stephen Breyer suggested that
Congress was impermissibly
“telling states what to do.”
All four major U.S. professional
sports leagues, the NCAA and the federal government are urging the court
to keep the law. In court, the NBA,
NFL, NHL and Major League Baseball
have argued that New Jersey’s gambling expansion
would
hurt
the integrity
of their games.
Outside court,
however, leaders of all but
the NFL have
shown varying degrees of
openness
to
legalized sports

gambling.
The stakes are high. The
American Gaming Association
estimates that Americans illegally wager about $150 billion
on sports each year.
Not all the justices indicated they
were on New Jersey’s side, though.
Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor seemed willing to say that
Congress’ action was permissible and
side with Paul Clement, who was arguing on behalf of the sports leagues.
“All the time the federal government takes some kind of action,
passes a law, and then says to the
states: ‘You know what? We’ve got
this. You can’t do anything,’” Kagan
told Theodore B. Olson, who was
arguing on behalf of New Jersey.
The 1992 law at issue in the case
bars state-authorized sports gambling with exceptions for Nevada,
Montana, Oregon and Delaware,
states that had approved some
form of sports wagering before

the law took effect. Nevada is the
only state where a person can wager on the results of a single game,
though the law doesn’t cover
wagering between friends. The

page designed and edited by ADAM ROGERS | rogers112@marshall.edu

law doesn’t cover animal races,
such as horse racing, which many
states already allow.
In 2012, with voters’ support, New Jersey lawmakers
authorized
sports betting, directly
challenging
the 1992 federal law. The
four major
professional
sports
leagues and
the
NCAA
sued, and the

AP PHOTO | JACQUELYN MARTIN

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie,
right, speaks during a news
conference after leaving the
Supreme Court where a case
on sports betting is being
heard, Monday.
state lost in court. In 2014, New
Jersey tried a different tactic
by repealing laws prohibiting
sports gambling at casinos and
racetracks. It lost again in court.
A decision from the Supreme Court is expected by
the end of June.
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Editorial

State’s chances for progress could
plummet at hands of Blankenship

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Former Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship, who hopes to take Senator
Joe Manchin’s seat in the upcoming W.Va senate race.
If there’s one thing West Virginia has come
to realize, it’s that we need progress—we need
to move forward into the twenty-first century
if we are to survive the times ahead.
West Virginia was the only state in the country to lose population last year, and there is not
much to suggest that this trend will stop, with
a consistent lack of economic opportunity, an
aging population and a major drug epidemic.
What could help to turn the waning tide
around for the state would be progressive
measures from the state’s legislators in both
the West Virginia Legislature and the United
States Congress.
Recently, many West Virginians have turned
their heads toward the impending U.S. Senate election for the seat currently held by Democratic Sen.
Joe Manchin, particularly toward the entrance of a
former coal executive into the race Nov. 28.
Don Blankenship is staking his claim to the
Senate seat that will be up for grabs Nov. 6 of
next year in hopes of both saving his reputation from his conviction of conspiring to violate
mine-safety laws prior to the 2010 Upper Big
Branch Mine disaster that took the lives of 29
miners, as well as perhaps to save the industry
he has championed through several other mishaps and disasters: coal mining.
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, nine of
the 10 counties that lost the most population
were southern counties where the coal industry has suffered a significant decline.
To many, including President Donald
Trump, the obvious solution to the problem
is to bring “beautiful, clean coal” back and revamp the mines.
However, the probability of such a comeback is highly unlikely, as the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and the Energy Information Administration have both found a decrease, not only
in coal mining employment, but also in the
consumer demand for coal among other forms

“It is concerning to
wonder what could
happen if a man who
oversaw a mine that
experienced what the
U.S. Department of
Labor found to be the
worst mining disaster
in 40 years was elected
to oversee an entire
state’s representation
in our national
government.”
- The Parthenon

of energy.
In other words, bringing coal back is not the
answer to West Virginia’s problems, for many
reasons other than what could fit in this editorial.
Instead, we need someone who is willing to
let go of an industry that peaked in the 50s and
has never risen again. We need someone who
is willing to go beyond his or her own interests
to provide for the interests of those who often
go unheard.
We need someone who truly takes value in
West Virginia’s potential.
While Blankenship could certainly make a
shift in his perceptions and choose to focus on
how he might fight for those whose friends or
family were lost because of his mines, or how
he might work with fellow senators in Washington to move on from coal in search of a
more sustainable industry to employ West Virginians in. Such a shift is not likely.
It is concerning to wonder what could
happen if a man who oversaw a mine that experienced what the U.S. Department of Labor
found to be the worst mining disaster in 40
years was elected to oversee an entire state’s
representation in our national government.
Blankenship once proudly described himself
as, “the most hated man in Mingo County,” because of his profit-hungry mining practices.
If he was proud of this title then, what’s to
stop him from claiming the title of the most
hated man in West Virginia should he win its
seat in the Senate?
A Blankenship win is not out of the question
now with politicians like Roy Moore of Alabama
still leading in the polls. Moore has somehow
batted away the underage sexual accusations
that continue to pile up against him.
As the 2018 midterm elections approach,
voters need to be aware that any legislation
from Don Blankenship will be a regression for
this state.

EDITORS NOTE: This is addressing a quote from a ‘Facualty Spotlight,’ that was published
last week.
Message from Vice President Cedric Gathings
To: President Gilbert, Students, Faculty and Staff of Marshall University
From: Cedric Gathings, Vice President for Student Affairs
I wanted to take the opportunity to express my personal feelings about the controversy surrounding my response to a reporter’s question during a recent interview for The Parthenon’s
“Spotlight” series.
The interview misrepresented my true feelings. I am and have always been committed to supporting and empowering women. I would never denigrate, belittle or demean women, or view them as
anything less than equal.
From the day I assumed the role of Vice President for Student Affairs, some of my top priorities
have been women’s empowerment, heightened awareness of sexual misconduct and reporting procedures, and a commitment to enhancing the university’s Women’s Center mission by advocating for
additional staff.
I apologize to anyone who was offended by my comments. It was not my intention that my
response to a reporter’s question paint broadly the view I have on personal or professional relationships. I recognize that words are important, especially in light of the current social and
political climate.
I am committed to guaranteeing respect for all and to ensuring an open and inclusive campus.

COLUMN
Homeless mocking reveals privilege

By LILLY DYER

FOR THE PARTHENON
Every weekend, I work as a barista at a local
coffee shop downtown. I love this job dearly,
where I get to make coffee and meet incredible
people. Some customers can spend $6 on a latte.
Meanwhile, others dip into our suspended fund.
This suspended program consists of cash donations from members of the community to help
the homeless or others who can’t afford a simple
$2 cup of coffee.
One man I’ve come to know works “handyman jobs” while living on the street. I look
forward to the pride on his face when some
weeks he walks in and says, “guess who can pay
for their coffee today!” Pure joy. I dread when
he quietly says “a cup from the suspended fund
please” and still tips me, of all people, the few
cents in his pocket.
Friday, while scrolling through my social
media, I saw that the Marshall Alpha Xi Delta
sorority had a “Huntington Homeless” themed
party. My heart sank. Girls dressed in American
Eagle flannels and ripped skinny jeans with
cardboard signs mocking people who aren’t
as privileged to pay a fund to be a part of an
organization. Mocking people who would give
anything to have that extra cash lying around to
buy even a simple cup of coffee.

SETH PAYNE | THE PARTHENON

President Gilbert’s Response
I appreciate Vice President Cedric Gathings’s apology to the Marshall community. He is a man of
strong values, and I have never known him to be anything less than professional.

I respect Cedric for the passion and commitment he has displayed in leading change in Student
Affairs—to make it a division that better serves everyone at our university. All the changes

implemented under his leadership, some of which have been difficult, have been to improve the

environment for students, faculty and staff at Marshall. He is an effective, positive and committed
leader on our campus.

Cedric continues to have my full support as our Vice President for Student Affairs, and I look

forward to continuing to work with him to advance our mission and serve all the Marshall family.
Sincerely,

President Jerome A. Gilbert

JARED CASTO

TOM JENKINS

REBECCA TURNBULL

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

MANAGING EDITOR

NEWS EDITOR

casto178@marshall.edu jenkins194@marshall.edu

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for
news and editorial content.

ADAM ROGERS

SADIE HELMICK

SPORTS EDITOR

LIFE! EDITOR

rogers112@marshall.edu helmick32@marshall.edu

NANCY PEYTON
COPY EDITOR
peyton22@marshall.edu
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I can just hear the wretched & tired arguments: “Homeless people need to work harder,”
and “they’re all drug addicts.” My friend who
works hard to buy his coffee does not deserve
to be labeled. His financial state is not a reason
for you to get Instagram likes. His life is precious and deserving of love and hope. The smile
on his face when he hands over those $2 in
change is incredibly bright. He feels normal and
a part of something.
Some people can work hard their entire lives
and not rise in social class. Life doesn’t favor
everyone; if it did, we would all be rich. But how
can anyone make progress if they’re constantly
being told that they aren’t worth it?
I’m sure you work hard to pay for your
membership; I’m not discrediting that. I’m discrediting the fact that you have the audacity to
think that your lives are worth more than someone else’s. I’m sure all of those hours of required
volunteering for a charity don’t reflect that. But
I do think it’s time to grow up and open our eyes
to the fact that privilege is real.
I hope that in your future you do not experience what the homeless do every day, because
my dear friend at the coffee shop wouldn’t wish
his life on any of you, no matter how mean you
are. Keep your sisterhood, but be kind. There is
a world of people who matter outside of it.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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Trump takes rare step to reduce
ASK
ALEX
2 national monuments in Utah
From the Opinion page

By ALEX RUNYON

By CATHERINE LUCEY and DARLENE
SUPERVILLE

THE PARTHENON
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — President
Donald Trump on Monday took the rare
step of scaling back two sprawling national monuments in Utah, declaring
that "public lands will once again be
for public use" in a move cheered by
Republican leaders who lobbied him
to undo protections they considered
overly broad.
The decision marks the first time in a
half century that a president has undone
these types of land protections. Tribal and
environmental groups oppose the decision and are expected to go to court in a
bid to stop Trump and Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke.
Trump made the plan official during
a speech at the State Capitol, where he
signed proclamations to shrink the Bears
Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante national monuments. Both monuments
encompass millions of acres of land.
State officials said the protections were
overly broad and closed off the area to energy development and other access.
Environmental and tribal groups say
the designations are needed to protect
important archaeological and cultural
resources, especially the more than 1.3
million-acre (2,030-square-mile) Bears
Ears site featuring thousands of Native
American artifacts, including ancient cliff
dwellings and petroglyphs.
Trump argued that the people of Utah
know best how to care for their land.
"Some people think that the natural resources of Utah should be controlled by a
small handful of very distant bureaucrats
located in Washington," Trump said. "And
guess what? They're wrong."
Roughly 3,000 demonstrators lined
up near the State Capitol to protest
Trump's announcement. Some held
signs that said, "Keep your tiny hands
off our public lands," and they chanted,
"Lock him up!" A smaller group gathered in support, including some who
said they favor potential drilling or
mining there that could create jobs.
Bears Ears has no oil or gas, Zinke told
reporters, though Grand Staircase-Escalante has coal.
"Your timeless bond with the outdoors
should not be replaced with the whims
of regulators thousands and thousands
of miles away," Trump said. "I've come to
Utah to take a very historic action to reverse federal overreach and restore the
rights of this land to your citizens."
Bears Ears, created last December by
President Barack Obama, will be reduced
by about 85 percent, to 201,876 acres

FRANCISCO KJOLSETH | THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE VIA AP

President Donald Trump is surrounded by Utah representatives at the Utah Capitol Monday as he signs
two presidential proclamations to shrink Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante national monuments.
(315 square miles).
Grand Staircase-Escalante, designated
in 1996 by President Bill Clinton, will be
reduced from nearly 1.9 million acres
(nearly 3,000 square miles) to 1,003,863
acres (1,569 square miles).
Both were among a group of 27 monuments that Trump ordered Zinke to
review this year.
Zinke accompanied Trump aboard
Air Force One, as did Utah's Republican
U.S. senators, Orrin Hatch and Mike Lee.
Hatch and other Utah Republican leaders pushed Trump to launch the review,
saying the monuments designated by the
former Democratic presidents locked up
too much federal land.
Trump framed the decision as returning power to the state, saying, "You know
and love this land the best and you know
the best how to take care of your land."
He said the decision would "give back
your voice."
"Public lands will once again be for public use," Trump said to cheers.
Hatch, who introduced Trump, said that
when "you talk, this president listens" and
that Trump promised to help him with
"federal overreach."
Patagonia President and CEO Rose Marcario said the outdoor-apparel company
will join an expected court fight against
the monument reduction, which she described as the "largest elimination of
protected land in American history."
No president has tried to eliminate a
monument, but some have reduced or
redrawn the boundaries on 18 occasions,
according to the National Park Service.
The most recent instance came in 1963,
when President John F. Kennedy slightly

downsized Bandelier National Monument
in New Mexico.
Trump's move against Bears Ears, covering lands considered sacred to tribes
that long pushed for protections, marks
his latest affront to Native Americans.
Trump overrode tribal objections to
approve the Dakota Access and Keystone XL oil pipelines. He also used a
White House event honoring Navajo
Code Talkers to take a political jab at
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a Massachusetts
Democrat he has nicknamed "Pocahontas" for her claim to have Native
American heritage.
"One week ago today, our Code Talkers were disrespected. And one week
later, we get this," said Navajo Nation
Vice President Jonathan Nez, referring
to the monuments.
Trump signed an executive order in
April directing Zinke to review the protections, which Trump is able to upend under
the 1906 Antiquities Act. The law gives
presidents broad authority to declare
federal lands as monuments and restrict
their use.
Zinke has also recommended to Trump
that Nevada's Gold Butte and Oregon's
Cascade-Siskiyou monuments be reduced in size, though details remain
unclear. The former Montana congressman's plan would allow logging at a
newly designated monument in Maine
and more grazing, hunting and fishing at
two sites in New Mexico.
Democrats and environmentalists accuse Trump and Zinke of engaging in
a secretive process aimed at helping
industry groups that have donated to Republican political campaigns.

Supreme Court allows full enforcement of Trump travel ban
By MARK SHERMAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court on Monday
allowed the Trump administration to fully enforce a ban
on travel to the United States
by residents of six mostly Muslim countries.
This is not a final ruling on
the travel ban: Challenges to
the policy are winding through
the federal courts, and the justices themselves ultimately are
expected to rule on its legality.
But the action indicates that
the high court might eventually approve the latest version
of the ban, announced by
President Donald Trump in
September. Lower courts have
continued to find problems
with the policy.
White House spokesman
Hogan Gidley said the White
House is "not surprised by
today's Supreme Court decision permitting immediate
enforcement of the President's
proclamation limiting travel
from countries presenting
heightened risks of terrorism."
Opponents of this and previous versions of the ban
say they show a bias against

Muslims. They say that was
reinforced most recently by
Trump's retweets of anti-Muslim videos.
"President Trump's antiMuslim prejudice is no secret.
He has repeatedly confirmed it,
including just last week on Twitter. It's unfortunate that the full
ban can move forward for now,
but this order does not address
the merits of our claims," said
Omar Jadwat, director of the
American Civil Liberties Union's
Immigrants' Rights Project. The
ACLU is representing some opponents of the ban.
Just two justices, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg and Sonia Sotomayor,
noted their disagreement with
court orders allowing the latest policy to take full effect.
The new policy is not expected to cause the chaos
that ensued at airports when
Trump rolled out his first ban
without warning in January.
The ban applies to travelers
from Chad, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Syria and Yemen. Lower
courts had said people from
those nations with a claim of
a "bona fide" relationship with
someone in the United States
could not be kept out of the

country. Grandparents, cousins and other relatives were
among those courts said could
not be excluded.
The courts were borrowing language the Supreme
Court itself came up with last
summer to allow partial enforcement of an earlier version
of the ban.
Now, those relationships
will no longer provide a blanket exemption from the ban,
although visa officials can
make exceptions on a case-bycase basis.
The justices offered no explanation for their order, but
the administration had said
that blocking the full ban was
causing "irreparable harm"
because the policy is based on
legitimate national security
and foreign policy concerns.
In lawsuits filed in Hawaii
and Maryland, federal courts
said the updated travel ban
violated federal immigration
law. The travel policy also applies to travelers from North
Korea and to some Venezuelan government officials and
their families, but the lawsuits
did not challenge those restrictions. Also unaffected are

refugees. A temporary ban on
refugees expired in October.
All the rulings so far have
been on a preliminary basis. The San Francisco-based
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and the 4th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Richmond,
Virginia, will be holding arguments on the legality of the
ban this week.
David Levine, a University of
California Hastings law school
professor, said that by allowing the ban to take effect just
days before the appeals court
arguments, the justices were
signaling their view.
"I think it's tipping the
hand of the Supreme Court,"
Levine said. "It suggests that
from their understanding, the
government is more likely to
prevail on the merits than we
might have thought."
Both appeals courts are
dealing with the issue on an
accelerated basis, and the Supreme Court noted it expects
those courts to reach decisions
"with appropriate dispatch."
Quick resolution by appellate courts would allow the
Supreme Court to hear and decide the issue this term, by the
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My ex asks to hang out a
lot. We’re on decent terms,
but every time I finally hang
out with him it ends up being
a cryfest. I’ve pointed it out to
him and it keeps happening.
I don’t want to lose him as a
friend but it’s very stressful.
Please advise.
It sounds to me like your
ex isn’t being a good friend to
you, and if it’s friendship you
want, you need to make sure
he’s on the same page. If he’s
not emotionally ready to have a
friendship with you, one which
excludes crying completely,
you both may need time to cool
down. If you’ve pointed this
out to him already, and he’s
not being receptive, I think you
can take that as his answer. If
you’re interested in discussing
it with him further, tell him how

ALEX RUNYON

it makes you feel when you expect to hang out as friends and
it becomes a “cryfest”. I think
it’s okay to tell him that’s not
fair, and that it’s not what you
want. Perhaps try to find out
what he’s looking for from the
relationship you two have currently. Anticipate, though, for
this conversation to be tearful.

CLASSIFIEDS
Call 526-4002 to place your ad

RENTALS
Furnished
Apartments

HIDDEN TRAILS

Unfurnished
Apartments
1-2-3-4 BR Apts &
houses. Ritter Park &
Dntown $400-1000
304-522-6252

1 BR efficiency
Utils pd. 304-736-1415
or 304-417-5774

1
BR
$325
close
park
&
YMCA,
529-6264

1 & 2 BR $435-$495
Best
deal
on
MU
campus. 529-6264

2BR
B'ville
$495,
W/D hkup, cent h/a,
near mall 529-6264

1 BR $395 utils pd
central location near
town 529-6264
Garages/Storage

Barboursville.
Waterford Village
1-2-3 BR apts.
Pool, Fitness ctr, more!
304-733-3838 website
waterfordvillage.info

Waterford Village Bville
storage units 5x10 to
10x20 304-733-3838

MU FREE WI-FI
RITTER PARK
1&2 BR $450-$575
No pets 304-412-3987

House For Rent
West Virginia
2 BR E. Pea Ridge
$675,
cent.
H/A,
WD, yard 529-6264
Unfurnished
Apartments

'Best in Tri-State'
Westmoreland
Estates

Near Pharmacy
School Great loc.
for Med & Pharmacy
Students 1 BR
$575 & up,
2 BR, balcony
$650 & up.
Kit Furn., Laundry
facility on-site
Lots of closet
space. Lease/DD
No pets 525-3055,
304-751-0572

HOLIDAY APTS
1-2-3 BR Pville, OH
740-886-6274
or 304-417-5774

Remodeled
1-2 BR Ritter Pk,
E Pea Ridge
$415-$700
304-972-2702

Sell Your
Unwanted
Items Fast!

LET THE
CLASSIFIEDS
WORK
FOR YOU
Call Today
304-526-4002
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Jyotsna Patel of the International Student Servies: an unlikely journey
at Marshall University
with International Student Services. Patel said
her husband advised her
not to apply for such a
temporary position, but
she decided to give it a
shot. Fifteen years later,
she remains at Marshall,
now serving as the interim director of study
abroad and financial
coordinator for International Student Services.
Patel was born in England of Indian heritage and
said she never planned to
move to the U.S.
“A lot of people said, ‘Oh,
you’ll probably end up in
America like your sister,’ and
I said, ‘No, we’re not moving.’”
Despite her intention
of remaining in the U.K.,
Patel said soon after she
got married, her husband
received a job offer from
the Special Metals Corporation and they decided
PHOTO COURTESY OF JYOTSNA PATEL to travel to West Virginia.
Coordinator of the yearly festival, Jyotsna Patel with Marco at the Three or four months after she began her position
International Festival at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena.
at Marshall, university adBy CAROLINE KIMBRO
ministration asked her to stay on permanently.
THE PARTHENON
Her international background allows Patel
Residing in a new country with a new baby, to bring a unique perspective to the position
Jyotsna Patel applied for a nine-month position of interim director of study abroad and the

International Student Services office as a whole.
Patel said it isn’t easy living in a foreign country, but it does provide the opportunity to learn
necessary life skills. She emphasized the global
perspective students gain through time abroad,
simply by living in a different area of the world.
“Even on TV, on the news in England, they
talk about the whole world,” Patel said. “Here,
they just talk about American politics all the
time. So that’s one thing (students) would definitely learn.”
Patel also said study abroad opportunities
allow students to experience a new range of independence by stepping into unknown situations.
“I think it’s important for students to study
abroad because it’s a whole different world,
you know,” Patel said. “You have to be openminded, obviously.”
Patel coordinates the International Festival at
Marshall and study abroad fairs that take place
throughout the year. Although she said juggling
many responsibilities can be challenging, Patel
said her favorite part of her new position is the
opportunity to meet with students. Previously,
she worked on the financial aspect of study
abroad, which was a “behind the scenes” task,
but now she regularly advises and meets directly
with driven students.
“Because I think the students that come for
study abroad, they’re generally motivated and
want to go somewhere,” Patel said. “They’re dedicated to doing the research, on the whole.”
Patel said there are under 100 Marshall students who study abroad each year, with the
majority completing their travels during the
summer. She said not all students are able to
study abroad due to program constraints and

typically, political science or other liberal arts
majors are the most common candidates for
studying abroad. Patel also mentioned finances
as a possible restraint for student participation
in study abroad programs.
“Not everybody can afford to study abroad,”
Patel said. “And also people are afraid to travel in
this day and age. They are afraid and they won’t
let their kids go.”
When asked about the safety of studying
abroad, Patel told one student she couldn’t
guarantee absolute safety abroad, but she also
couldn’t guarantee safety in certain areas of
Huntington. Patel said she understands student
and parent hesitation when it comes to studying
abroad, so she advises students to be wise and
stay on the beaten path when traveling.
Ultimately, Patel said the benefits outweigh
the chances students take in living abroad. She
said students who don’t study abroad often don’t
have the same opportunity to step outside of
their comfort zones.
“That’s all they know, right? Around here,”
Patel said. “Different cultures. They’re missing
different cultures, foods. Unless they’re adventurous – they might go to a big city or whatever.
(They miss) meeting different people, for sure,
and talking about their cultures.”
Patel said she is amazed by some of the stories students tell when they return from their
travels and keeps up with student experiences
through their blogs and other means. She said
she’s heard many returning from studying
abroad speak of new international friends who
became family.
Caroline Kimbro can be contacted at kimbro9@marshall.edu.

The story of the
Nutcracker with a twist
by local dance theater
By BUFFY SIX

THE PARTHENON
The Huntington Dance Theater present “The Huntington Nutcracker” Dec. 8, 9 and 10 at the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse.
The typical Victorian era story gets flipped into the 1950s in downtown Huntington in the Anderson-Newcomb
Department Store. which now is recognized as the Visual Arts Center. The set designers got pictures of the old department store and based the set design on how the building used to look in the 1950s.
The Huntington Dance Theater is the oldest and largest performing dance company in the area. They premiered
“The Nutcracker” in 1981, and it has been performed annually by the group since. This version of “The Huntington
Nutcracker” started three years ago.
Although the Huntington Dance Theater is performing the show, the School of Theater is playing host to the group
and providing the technical support, according to Kincaid.
Box Office Director Sam Kincaid said the age range of performers is “around four or five years old until
50s or 60s.”
“They are people in this company who have been doing it since they were teenagers, and now, they probably have
kids doing it with them,” Kincaid said.
Kincaid said the Nutcracker, and now “The Huntington Nutcracker,” has become a holiday tradition for the whole
family to enjoy.
Deborah Novak was the brain behind this story. Kincaid said Novak is the daughter of one of the founders of the
university theater, Elaine Adams Novak. Deborah Novak is best known for her documentary “Ashes to Glory,” which
follows the 1970 Marshall football plane crash and rebuilding of the program.
The show begins Dec. 8 and 9 at 8 p.m. and a Sunday matinee at noon in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse. Students
can buy a ticket for $15 with a valid I.D.
Buffy Six can be contacted at six15@marshall.edu.

PHOTO FROM THE HUNTINGTON NUTCRACKER FACEBOOK

EDITORIAL JAMS: Christmas Edition
JARED CASTO, EXECUTIVE EDITOR

SADIE HELMICK, LIFE! EDITOR

TOM JENKINS,MANAGING EDITOR

HEATHER BAKER, COPY EDITOR

“Don’t Shoot Me Santa” The Killers
“Wonderful Christmas Time” Paul McCartney
REBECCA TURNBULL, NEWS EDITOR

“Mister Santa” Amy Grant

ADAM ROGERS, SPORTS EDITOR

“White Christmas” George Ezra
“Deck the Halls”

NATHAN THOMAS, ONLINE EDITOR

“River” Joni Mitchell

“Rudolph the Rednose Reindeer” DMX

FRANKLIN NORTON, SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER

“O Day of Peace” Josh Garrels

For more Editorial Jams, follow us
on Spotify @marshallparthenon
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